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ROUNDING THIRD AND
HEADING FOR HOME

Dear Sisters and Brothersin Christ:

As| writethis, it is June 25 — less than
amonth before our Celebration Weekend on
July 18-20. Ken Negley has written an
informative article describing the events of
that weekend elsewhere in this newsletter, so |
won't try to duplicate his worthy effort. On
the other hand, the theologian in me can’t help
but reflect on the meaning of that time of
fellowship, love, praise, and rededication.

Asyou might expect from me, a sports
metaphor springsto mind. The signoff phrase
of late Cincinnati pitcher and baseball
announcer Joe Nuxhall seems most
appropriate: “"Thisisthe old lefthander,
rounding third and heading for home." Fans
heard that phrase for forty years, and it is
displayed on the outside of the new Reds
stadium, Great American Ball Park.

| like “rounding third and heading for
home” for two reasons. Thefirst isthe
acknowledgement of great progress
(“rounding third”) and the affirmation of hope
for the future (" heading for home”). The
ultimate goal of getting homeisin sight. The
journey is almost complete.

Note the almost. We're not home yet.
The effort continues. Rounding third is not
the same as touching home plate. There's
hope, there’ s achievement, the goal isin sight,
but there’ s work to do!

Most of you know that we have a
pickup men’s quartet at CLUMC called “4
More Baritones.” The group consists of Mark
Calfee, Trip Showen, John Valleau, and
myself. Occasionally, we're asked to sing, so
we get together, run through a few songs,
determine the order in which we're going to
sing them, and we're ready to go (call John
for bookings!).

One of the first songs we sang together
has a great phrase: “thisworld is not my
home.” This phrase evokes thoughts of
Hebrews 11:16, “But asit is, they desirea
better country, that is, a heavenly one.” I'm
also reminded of what St. Paul wrotein
Philippians 3:20, “For our citizenship isin
heaven.”

In other words, we' re not home yet.

As Celebration Weekend approaches, |
hope we'll remember that all of usareon a
journey with God that remains incompl ete.
Some are rounding third and heading for
home. Othersarejust getting up to bat. As
we celebrate God' s blessings in our past, we
anticipate even greater blessings to come.
Following custom, many of uswill call July
18-20 a“Homecoming,” but | pray that our
celebration will encourage us to strive toward
the home awaiting us in heaven, one not made
with hands (I1 Corinthians 5:1).

Shalom,
Greg




31% — Ethel Price

SUNDAY WORSHIP i .~ Homecoming 2008
J b s
8:30am & 11:00 am Lo In just afew short weeks one
Worship in the Sanctuary . - of the highlights of our 2008
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days starting Friday, July 18" at 6 p.m. The main
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Saturday evening will be highlighted with a
musical celebration with awonderful wide variety
of music that shows how important music isto the
members of our church. It will feature our

Children’s Ministry Director
Tracie Atkinson
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July Activities Children’s Choir and the Hand Bell Choir. Yes, it
will also feature the Chancel Choir and the Early
2" _ Mobile Worship — 2 pm Worship Band. What a wonderful night capped off
4™ _ Office Closed — Holiday with an old fashion ice cream social.
10" — UMMen Sunday will be a10:30 AM combined
15" — Staff Parish Meeting worship service that will feature Bishop Lyght
16™ — Mobile Worship — 2 pm preaching followed by lunch in the Fellowship Hall.
18™ — Covered Dish Dinner — 6 pm We all will celebrate our church’s 150 years of
18" — Worship — 7 pm serviceto God. Then, Bishop Lyght will lead usin
19™ —Musical Celebration - 7 pm arededication of the church. For many of usthis
19" — Ice Cream Social will be the first and maybe only time we get to see
20" — Combined Wor ship — 10:30 a.m. — and hear our bishop.
Bishop Ernest Lyght All of these events will be very special
24" _ Senior Dinner —4:30 p.m. eventsin thelife and history of Cross Lanes United
28" — Book Club—7 pm Methodist Church. Hopefully, you can clear your
Note: Encounters Group will not meet in July calendar and participate in as many of these events
. that you can. Asthey say, “thiswill be something
7 w L‘[’ % MMWQ/& that you can tell your grandchildren about.”
Remember to invite your friends, old members and
1st — Ben Beakes anyone that calls Cross L anes their church or just
4thh — Billie Calfee want to participate in the celebration. Remember,
8" — AlexaKay your personal invitation goes along way. Keep
20" - Laura Koch (101% Birthday!) tuned to the weekly bulletin for more details and
21% — John Taylor updates.
23" — Ruth Ann Null While you are waiting and are out and
27" — Mark Calfee about, take afew minutes to look at the new
28" — Marie Galford landscaping that now graces the outside of our
28" — Jennifer Meeks church.

31% — Natalie Daniels




Ken Negley for the 2008 Celebration Committee

Bishop Ernest S.
L yght, Resident Bishop of
the West Virginia Annua
Conference, is our featured
person of the month. He will
be our guest speaker on
Sunday, July 20" at the
combined worship service at
10:30 am., as we celebrate
our 150" Anniversary.

Bishop Lyght was
born into aChrlstlan home on September 15, 1943,
to William and Attrue Lyght in Salisbury,
Maryland. Hisfather was an itinerant Methodist
minister, which allowed histo be reared in four
different states, Princess Anne, MD, Chester, PA,
Atlantic City, NJ, and Wilmington, DE. Heisthe
youngest of four children.

Asayoung child, Bishop Lyght says he
enjoyed going to church and that Sunday school
was a very positive experience for him. Although
hisis grateful to all his Sunday School teachers who
poured their time, energy and spirit into their
teaching, he recalls one person in particular, the
Sunday school superintendent at Asbury Methodist
Churchin Atlantic City, asbeing asaint. He
enjoyed vacation Bible school, because is provided
two enjoyable weeks of wholesome fun, learning
and growing. He enjoyed going to church because
it was a safe place to go and the people were always
friendly. Herecalls being invited up to the
communion rail on acommunion Sunday as an
awesome experience as well as a spiritual
experience. Hedidn't realizeit at the time, but now
he knows that adults were showing their children
that they were welcome in all aspects of the church.

Bishop Lyght was assigned to West
Virginiain 2004 at the Northeastern Jurisdiction
Conference, and was elected to the Episcopacy at
the 1996 NEJ Conference. He has served four
pastoral appointments, including ten years of
pastoral ministry at St. Mark’s UMC in Montclair,
JJ, followed by seven years as a District
Superintendent. He was elected as a delegate to the
1984, 1988, 1992, and 1996 General Conferences.
He graduated from Morgan State University with a
B.A. in History, where is sister, Celestine, helped
him make a positive adjustment to campus life. He
also attended Drew University where he received a

Master of Divinity degree and Princeton
Theological Seminary where he received

Bishop Lyght has served on avariety of
conference, community and general church agencies
and boards, including the General Board of Church
and Society from 1984 thru 1992, and the General
Board of Global Ministries from 1992 thru 1996.

He says the beginning of his leadership
training came in 1955 while in grade school when is
father was a DS in Wilmington, Delaware, where he
and his sister attended Haven Methodist Church.
As teenagers they were invited to participate in the
Sunday service as readers on aregular basis. Each
summer, he attended a conference youth rally where
he met people from around the Delaware
conference. There, he learned about the Bible and
how to apply the scripture lessons to his teenage
experiences of daily living.

While afreshman and Morgan State, he
began to alternate his church attendance between
the Morgan Christian Center, which was on
campus, and the Northwood Methodist Church,
located afew blocks from campus. At the
beginning of his sophomore year, he decided to
focus his church participation at the Christian
Center, where Rev. Howard Cornish was the
chaplain.

It was at thistime that Bishop Lyght was
named Rev. Cornish’s unofficia liturgist. This
gave him a chance to read the scripture aloud
publicly and lead prayer in worship. Thisalso
exposed him to a number of dynamic preachers and
scholars who visited the campus while he continued
his growth in Christ.

He met hiswife, Eleanor, in Burlington,
New Jersey while he was pastor at St. Mary’s Street
UMC. They have been married for 37 years and
have two sons that are married, and have two
grandchildren. Their oldest son, Eric and hiswife,
Rose, have two children, Corinne and Shawn. Their
youngest son is Erwin and hiswifeis Raina.

His best advice to anyone young or old
would be to follow John Wedley’ s spiritual
principles. John Wesley bequeathed to Methodism
three basic principles, known as the General Rules,
which guide on€e’s life on the spiritual path as
Methodist pilgrim disciples. The ideaisto show
evidence of one’'sdesire for salvation. Thethree
principles are:

1. By doing no harm. The pilgrim disciple
seeksto avoid evil of every kind.




2. By doing good. The disciple always seeks
to be kind and merciful to all people and in
every situation.

3. By attending upon al the ordinances of God.
The ordinances of God includes public
worship, Holy Communion, family and
private prayer, Bible study, and fasting or
abstinence.

He went on to say that John Wesley set
forth one basic requirement for admission into the
Methodist societies, “adesire to flee from the wrath
to come, and to be saved from their sins.”

Asfor his expectations for the future of
the United Methodist Church, the bishop believes
that it is necessary for the Church to stay focused on
itsmission in aworld that needs transformation,
which can only happen by transformed clergy and
lay persons. He went on to say that effective
leaders are needed at every level of the Church and
that alocal church needs a pastor who can lead the
congregation to grow in Jesus Christ and to engage
in vital ministry and mission.

Hetells us the good news isthat al things
are possible with God. Something new requires
openness on our part. Open your mind to the
kingdom-living ideas of Jesus. Open your heart to
the warmth of God’ sradical love. Open the door of
your lifeto God’swill that alters one’'slife in new
and fresh ways. Such openness on the part of the
pilgrim disciple and the worshiping congregation
leads to the experience of God doing something
new: He uses Mary as an example and encourages
us to ponder thisin our hearts.

In concluding, Bishop Lyght has a
message for all of us by saying, “Brothers and
sisters of the West Virginia Annual Conference, its
Harvest Timein West Virginia Conference:
Greenbrier District, Little Kanawha District,
Midland South District, Mon Valley District,
Northern District, Potomac District, Highlands,
Southern District, Wesleyan District, and Western
Didtrict. | believe that Jesus wants each one of us
to hit the road and share the good news.”

In his spare time, Bishop Lyght, enjoys
devoting much of histimeto HAM radios, and is
the typical sports fan.
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| want to thank Bishop Lyght for granting me the
opportunity to do thisinterview. Also, aspecia
thanksto J. F. Lacariawho assisted me by letting
me borrow his book, The Confessions of Three

Ebony Bishops, and for being the correspondent
between the Bishop and myself. Thank you again.
-Jerry Meadows, Communications Committee

Chairperson

CHURCH SECURITY

A circumstance took place around January
2006, which made it necessary to find an alternative
for making certain the church was secure every
night. The Methodist Men were approached about
assuming this responsibility until other
arrangements could be made. Sixteen men signed
on at that time and have now been providing lockup

for about 29 months.

A congregational appeal in January 2007
resulted in 14 additional volunteers signing up.
Five were |lost due to health issues or relocation,
leaving 25 in the program. A church wide appeal
last month brought 12 new volunteers to the group,

for atotal of 37.

Below isacurrent listing with new
volunteers marked by an (*). A cost expenditure of
about $30,000 annually is being avoided. When
you see any of these men, give them asimple
“thank you” for their contribution. Thisisa
wonderful form of stewardship.

Jim Brewer

Hal Burke
Anthony Cole*
David Darby*
Whitney Darby*
Barry Engle
Rick Fisher
John Fleek*
Darren Francis*
Mike Harvey
Bob Herndon
John Jarrett
Dan Kay*
Barry Kemerer
Ed Kessdl|
Tom Kuhn

J. F. Lacaria

Dave McCluskey

Jon McDavid*

Junior McHenry
CharlesMcLane
Richard McNiel*
Bob Maxwell
Jerry Meadows
Mike Morris
Ken Negley
David Nichols
Carl Nutter

Ron Raether
Larry Rawlings*
Sherwood Riggleman
Charles Stover*
Jack Townsend
Charles Urling*
Craig Watkins
Ken Watkins
Rick Workman*
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DIABETES SUPORT GROUP

Kelly L. Cassell, Manager of the Cross Lanes
Nautilus Fitness Center, will be speaking on “The




Importance of Exercise and It’'s Benefits’, Tuesday,
July 8" at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Thisisa
free information/educational meeting sponsored by
the American Legion Post 73 in St. Albans, WV.

CHURCH DIRECTORIES

New directories are in the church office for those
who have not yet picked theirs up. We have afew
extra 150 edition directories for those who need to
purchase one. Cost is $8.00. Copies of theinside
printed material (without the new cover) which can
be inserted in your old cover, are available by
contacting Betty Darby or Jerre Watkins. The new
directory features our 150th Celebration logo and a
history of our church. It issuch ahelp to have the
updated pictures, phone and address information of
our congregation. Thanks to all who participated
and helped in the production.

SENIORS MEETING

Guest speaker for the July 24 meeting of the
Seniors will be Dr. Thomas E. Griffith, O.D. Dr.
Griffith has had his optometry practice in St. Albans
for many years. He will speak about vision and eye
care. Fellowship beginsat 4:30 p.m., covered dish
dinner begins at 5 p.m., followed by a devotion and
Dr. Griffith’s presentation. All seniors are

welcome.
khkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkhdhkhkhkhkhhkhkkkdhkhkhkhkhhkkkkik%k

BACKPACKSFOR KIDZ
MISSION PROJECT

The Methodist Women are launching a NEW
MISSION PROJECT thisAugust and invite
EVERYONE IN THE CHURCH to participate!!

We are gathering up backpacks, socks and
undies for students at Cross Lanes Elementary
School that will be given out at the discretion of the
school counselor on an "as needed” basis. The
school has requested 15 to 20 backpacks for their
KIDZ and wouldn't it be wonderful to add to the
backpacks things like markers, colored pencils,
erasers, binders, paper, pencils and pens??

The mission project is for both boys and
girlsin gradesK thru 5. So size the socks and
underwear accordingly. What ever you choose will
befine! Used backpacks will be accepted ONLY if

they are clean and show no wear.

The Methodist Women are asking you to
help make this a success. We would like to
continue this program into the future if we are
successful in gathering up what we need this
summer for our neighboring students. Questions
can be answered by LisaMcDavid (755.7342) or
Shelly Nichols (755.2662). There will be reminders
in the bulletin and August newsletter "in case"
you've promised to contribute and need to be
reminded of the August 15th deadline.

There will be abox in the church library for
you to drop off your items or simply placethemin a
bag marked "KIDZ" and we'll get them where they
need to go! Your generosity will be so very much
appreciated by the staff at the school, the students
and their families. THANK Y OU in advance for
helping out with this new mission project!!
Blessingsto all!!

LANDSCAPING UPDATE

Part of the 150™ celebration was to
improve the church grounds. The landscaping
project is nearing completion. This has been made
possible by help from many people.

Thanks to Bill Byus for designing the
planting, and helping each step of the way. Thanks
to the many members of the church, the UMMen
and the UMWomen who financially supported the
project by purchasing some of the new plants and
shrubs. A special thanksto Jon McDavid for
removing the overgrown shrubs by the Fellowship
Hall and Steve Hawkins for removing the large tree
in the center of the lawn. Thanks to the youth who
reseeded part of the lawn during spring break.
Thanks to all who supplied the labor — Charles
McL ane, Duane Poorman, David Darby, Rick
Fisher, Ron Raether, Hal Burke, Charles Urling,
Judy Ross, and Gus Darby. Thanksto Barry and
Earlene Kemerer for the donation of the statue of
the angel for the meditation garden.

We hope you all will take thetimeto
express your appreciation to the above people, and
take time to enjoy the roses.

From the Administrative Council —
With the improvements in the landscaping around
the church, the addition of the meditation garden
and the children’ s prayer garden, the Administrative
Council supports the formation of a grounds
committee. Thiscommittee will be responsible for







